22nd ANNUAL

FLORIDA LAKE MANAGEMENT SOCIETY CONFERENCE
Conference Theme:

Discovering the St. Johns River – A River of Lakes

St. Johns County Convention Center

June 13-16, 2011
TENATIIVE WORKSHOP OUTLIINE

MONDAY - JUNE 13, 2011

8:00 am-5:00 pm Check-In and Registration
NOTE:  ADVANCE REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED!!!!

Due to space and materials constraints, no on-site workshop registration is available.

Participants should bring their own boat when possible or team up with another attendee on their boat.
8:15-11:45 am  Part I: Application of the Lake Vegetation Index for Accurate Assessment (classroom).
9:30-10:00 am MORNING REFRESHMENT BREAK

11:45 am LUNCH (FLMS provides box lunches with full-day Workshop registration.  The lunches will be available for participants to take with them on the drive to the lake.)
1:15-4:45 pm Workshop 2 Part II: Application of the Lake Vegetation Index for Accurate Assessment (field).

Dinner on your own.
WORKSHOP : Application of the Lake Vegetation Index for Accurate Assessment
Who should attend: Lake managers, anyone who will conduct the Lake Vegetation Index (LVI) sampling, interpret LVI results, or just has an interest in learning more about the LVI. This is a full day workshop and includes a morning classroom session, lunch and an afternoon field experience.

8:15AM-4:45 PM – Application of the Lake Vegetation Index for Accurate Assessment.

Abstract: The LVI is an assessment tool developed by DEP to determine the condition of the plant community in lakes relative to a minimally impacted condition.  This workshop will teach participants about the LVI and how to generate LVI data, and will review some lake data and applications.  
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Part I (AM Session): Topics to be covered include:

· Origin and development of the LVI

· Index calibration and threshold determination

· Potential uses of the LVI

· Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) 

· Quality Assurance (QA) considerations

· Sample plant lists

· Plant ID session  

Part II (PM Session): In the afternoon, we will go out into a portion of Kings Bay (simulated lake) to demonstrate and practice the LVI assessment.  Participants will learn how to conduct the assessment, including field judgments required, guided by the LVI Primer.  The field portion of the workshop will be an excellent opportunity for plant ID training.  NOTE: Participants in the field portion should wear appropriate protective gear (hat, sunscreen), and bring field-appropriate plant ID aids.

Why:  If lake managers and consultants are going to produce LVI data for use by DEP or any other entity, it is critical that they understand the method, including the SOPs and quality assurance.  Adherence to DEP guidance will ensure that the LVI does not misrepresent the quality of lake plant communities.

Presenter:  Nia Wellendorf works in the DEP Standards and Assessment Section, and focuses on biocriteria, quality assurance, and water quality standards development toward better management and protection of Florida’s surface waters. Nia has a Master’s degree in Aquatic Ecology from the University of Alabama. 







